The social work advocacy role in discharge planning.
The social work role in discharge planning must include an advocacy function. This is important to facilitate discharge planning and can be carried out in three related areas: (1) political advocacy--to improve governmental programs, (2) resource development advocacy--to meet unmet needs; and (3) case advocacy--to ensure that programs are accessible and appropriate for eligible patients and families. This role is particularly suited for social workers because of their training and experience and should be included as part of their contribution to comprehensive health care.